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I. Her coming to Town. 

Being met by a Baud 

who took her home, and 
arreſted her. 


II. Her being releaſed by 


a Jew, who took her into 
Keeping. 


III. Her being turned out of 
Keeping. Her taking 
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tion of the 
1 led 3 her, and 
the reſt of” the Whores 


there. 
IV. Her being ſent to Bride- 


well, The Trick ſhe put 
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Parſon whom ſhe pawns 
for the Reckoning. Her 
Adventure with a Turkey 


page two French Re- 
gees and their Wives. 
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put on a Widow, | 
V. Her contracting the foul 

Diſeaſe. Her being laid 
in a Salavation 484 car- 
ried to the famous Lock. 
The Diſpute of the Doc- 

tors. Her Death. 
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Procnzss of a nor, 


HISTORY 


NORFOLK-LADY. 


Neue 11 ER E is a certain Set of Gen: | 
tilemen in Black, whoſe Children 
Ne arc generally more unfortunate . 
than any others, of which I my 

ſelf am a particular Inſtance; but 
whether this is occaſioned by a 

— Patality, or proceeds from a na- 
| cural Cauſe, Lal not take upon me to determine. 


My Mother was the Daughter of a Merchant 
at Iynn in the County of Norfolk, a Perſon of good 
Repute and Subſtance; and ſhe had man 
| Suitors, moſt of whom, it was thought, made 
their Addreſſes to her more fot the ſake of tlie 


Fortune which they expected to have had with Ee, 


| | her than for the Love of her Perſon ;- though ſhe 
was ſaid to be handſome, and endowed with a 
competent ſhare of Wit and Senſe. Among the 


reſt, a Perſon who had a Living worth about two $I 


hundred Pounds a Lear, was 4 zealous Admirer | 
of her; and my Father having ſuffered great 
9 fles by Sea, Which FN him very much 
, 
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in his Circumſtances. The Parſon ſtill continued 
bis Sollicitations, while the others, like Leaves in 
Autumn, fell off by degrees. My Grandfather 
having reaſoned the Caſe with himſelf, conclu- 
ded to accept the Parſon for his Son- in- law; nor 
was my Mother averſe to the Match, being con- 
vinced that Love was the only Motive that 
prompted him to deſire her for a Wife. In a 
ſmall ſpace of time they were married, which 
was conſummated at my Grandfather's ; and 
about a Fortnight afterwards ſhe was conducted  , 
to my Father's Houſe, having been met upon the 

Read by the principal Inhabitants of the Pariſh. « 


My Mother was very fruitful, for ſhe brought 
forth eleven Children in eleven Years, and I was 
the youngeſt; and not. being . above twenty 
Months old 4when my Mother was ſeiz d with 
aà violent Fe ver, occaſioned by her having drank 
a large Quantity of Water when ſhe was hot, 
Which ſoon haſtened her Death my Uncle; who, - 
lived in Norwich, and had no Children, defired 
he might have the Care of my Education, big” 
this my Father conſented, who did not ſurvive 
my Mother many Weeks, and my Uncle carried 
me with him to his Houſe. VV 


He was a Batchelor, and deſigned to have 
made me his Heir; and though he traded with 
good Adantage, yet in fome other reſpects he 
was very whimſically inclined, and the following 
Account may ſerve as a Specimen of one of his 
Chimzra's. He had read many things concern- 
ing Pope Joan, and imagining that a Woman 
might be endued with as much Learning as a 
I Man, he ſent me into the Country abour fifteen 
Y | Miles from Norwich, and gave orders that, as I 
eencteaſed in Years, ſo I ſhould be cloathed and 
4 . 29; brought 


brought up like a Boy; all which was performed 
according to his Directions. PO 


When could read the Bible perfectly I was 
put to the Latjn-School, and rock ſuch delight in 
Grammar, that I quickly outſirip'd thoſe who 
were in the ſame Form with me, and my Maſter 

was very proud of ſuch an apt Scholar. He 
was ſurprized to ſee how great a Progreſs In ade; 
and I muſt own, that he took extraordinary Pains 
with me, and I worked myſelf ſo far into his Fa- 
your, that he excuſed ſeveral Faults in me, which 


| he puniſhed inimy School-fellows; inſomuch that, 


by ſparing the Rod, he ſpoiled the Child. 


I was naturally arch, and addiaed to play 
Tricks; and having received a {mall Affront from 
one of my School-Maſter s Daughters, who was 


to take Phyſick the next Morning, I procured 


ſome Cou- Iich, which I rubbed upon the Cloſe- 
| Kool, which ſet her Poſteriors into ſuch a Flame, 
that ſhe ſcratched the Skin off, and yet could 
find no Remedy. I was much delighted at this 
roguiſh Action, but was better pleaſed with the 
Succeſs I had in one of another nature. A pee- 
viſh, ill-natuxed, old Fellow, who courted my 
Maſter's Siſter, came to our Houſe, and invited 
the Family to ſpend a Day or two with him; I 
requeſted him to procure a Play-day for the 
Scholars, but he anſwered, that he would ſoon- | 
er endeavour to prevail with our Maſter to keep 
us at School *cill Eight o Clock in the Evening. 
I took this in great Dudgeon, and told him plainly, 
I hoped one Day or another to {ge as large a Pair 
of Horns on his Head as ever adorn'd the Brows . 
of an Alderman, and that he might have the 
Mortification of fathering a Child of another 
Man's begetting. He called me an impudent 
| e young 
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young Scoundril; and to return his Compliment, 
I told him. he was an Upſtart old Hunk, hated 
by Heaven and Earth.: and that in time he would 
make rare Bruſhwood to kindle a Fire for the 
Devil. He made his Complaint to my Maſter, 
who promiſed to chaſtiſe me, when he return'd ; 
and gave a particular Charge to the Uſher to 
have a watchful Eye over me in the mean time. 


The Hour of taking Horſe to ſet forwards to 
the old Man's Houſe drawing nigh, I reſolved to 
lay hold of the Opportunity, and ripping part 
of the Cape of his Cloak, I placed a Sir-reverence 
half dry'd therein, and ſewed it up again. My 
Project had the deſired Effect for, as he rode along 
with his Sweet-heart behind him, the Sun broke 
forth, and caſt ſuch a Heat that the young Gen- 
tlewoman, who imagined that the old Fellow had 
fouled his Breeches, was not able to bear the 
Smell which was ſo offenſive that ſhe made an 
Excuſe to alight at the next publick Houſe they 
came at, where ſhe told her Brother and Siſter 
what ſhe had ſuffered, and apprehended. They 
. pretended, that the Horſe on which ſhe. rode was 
too uneaſy for her, and her Siſter and ſhe pro- 
poſed to take each other's Place. This Exchange 
pleaſed the old Man, who was likewiſe affected 
with the nauſeous Smell, concluding, that 
- his. Miſtreſs way troubled with breaking Wind 
backwards, or had loſt her retentive Faculty; and 
therefore. determined to break off the Match in 
the handſomeſt manner he was able. My Ma- 
ſter's Wife did Penance all the remaining part 
of the Journey, and made many a wry Fact. to 
manifeſt her Uneaſineſs; and the old Huncks on 
the other had concluded that ſhe had been trou- 
bled with the like unhappy Failure with his Miſ- 
treſs, and wiſhed they were both at the 1 * 
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(5) | 
At length they were reſpited from their Suf- 
ferings by arriving at their Journey's End, to 
the great Satisfaction of all Parties in that par- 
ticular; but, as their Reception was not ſo cor- 


dial as they expected; for the old Fellow en- 


tertained them in a cold manner, they tarry'd 
there but one Day, and when they intimated 
their Intention of returning, he did not invite 
Fthem to ſtay. But while they were getting 
— ready, he took my School Maſter aſide, and 

told him that, he muft not expect himſto be his 
Brother-in-law ; for he found there was a natu- 
ral Imperfection in the Family, and he could 
not bear a Bedfellow that would poyſon him, 
To this my Maſter anſwered, he knew no Im- 
perfecton of that kind which he hinted at, but 
believed he had given ſuch a Teſtimony to his 
Siſter of his own natural Infirmity, that ſhe 
would not accept the richeſt Man Tn the King- 
dom for a Husband, whom ſhe mult attend like 
a young Child, and be at the trouble of wiping 
him clean as often as he. foule&-himſelf, to 
conceal his Naſtineſs from the World. 


The old Man was ſo incenſed at this, that 
he could ſcarce refrain from Blows , however, 
he uſed ſuch pravoking Language, that my 
Maſter, who was a Man of a mild Temper 
Judged it more proper to haſten Home than 
to argue the Caſe any longer, not knowing 

what ill Effects it might produce. 9 


I now dreaded the Performance of my Ma- 
ſter's Promiſe, and as he had never whipp'd me, 
I had an Inclination to run away, but where to 


go, or what to do I could not tell. By this 


Time I had began to read Eraſmus, with which 
I was very much delighted; and my. Uncle 
e 


| (6) 
coming to ſee me one Day, was ſo well ſatisfied 
to find I had advanced ſo far in my Learning 
that he gave me a Guinea, and ordered a new 
Suit of Cloaths to be made for me. This was 
the firſt Step towards my Ruin, for being now 
well equipped in Apparel, and my Pockets 
lined, I began to play the Truant, and my 
Maſter, good Man! to break me of this before 
it encreaſed to a Habit, reſolved to chaſtiſe me 
publickly. Accordingly, when he came into 
the School the next Morning, he called me to 
him, and having laid before me the nature of 
my Fault, and the badConſequences that would 
enſue from thence, if not timely prevented, 
he ordered one of the Boys to Horſe me, but I 
had no ſooner received two Laſhes, than I began 
to turn my Belly towards h im, in order to ſave - 
my more fleſhy Parts; and he perceiving my 
Sex, to which he had hitherto been a Stranger, 
was ſo much amazed, that he had no Power to 
give the third Stroke. He then. commanded 
that I ſhould be releaſed, and having put up 
my Breeches he led me to his Wife, to whom 
he related his Diſcovery. This put her into 
ſuch a Surprize that ſhe remained a while like. 
a Statue; and they concluded at laſt to com- 
municate the whole to my Uncle, which was 
done by a Letter, wherein he was deſired to 
remove me from thence, for it was not proper 
that I ſhould continue in the School any 
longer. f . 

The Thoughts of being whipp'd ſtuck in 
my Stomach, and I could by no means digeſt 
them, I therefore imprudently determined to 
take the firſt Opportunity of running away 
before my Money was ſpent, and ſeek my 
Fortune. I was not entruſted to lye on ny 
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School-fellows any longer, whoſe Bed I was 


forced to change for my Maſter's Siſter's , then 


taking the Advantage of her being faſt a ſleep 
I pack'd up my Cloaths and Linnen, aud ta- 
king a By-Road, travelled ten Miles before Day 
Light. The fear of being purſued and taken 


made me double my Speed, but being much 
fatigued, and ſeeing a Barn near at hand, F - 


went thither, and laid me down to fleep. 
Notwithſtanding I was very weary, yet 1 was 


| ſoon awaked by a confuſed kind of Language, 


which I did not underſtand; and though I was 


greatly affrighted, yet I lay cloſe, ſweating 


with fear of being diſcovered. At laſt they 


began to Speak plain Engliſh, and I perceived 


they were a parcel of Gipſies, who having 
made the Barn the Place of their Rendezvous, 
ave an Account of the Succefs they had met 


in their Perambulation. One of them ſaying 


that ſhe expected the Squire's Son every Mi- 
nute, the reſt went out; and they had not been 


gone above ten Minutes before he came, and 
whiſtling gently, which was the Signal, a 


young Creature anſwered him, upon which he 


Lame in. He brought with him a Bottle of 


Wine, another of Brandy, and opening a Wal- 
let, pulled out a Loaf and a cold Fowl, they 


eat and drank heartily ; and being ſilent on a 


ſudden, I ventured to peep out, and faw them 
in a Poſture, with which I have been well ac- 


quainted ſince, though a Stranger to it at that 


time, 


When their Sport was over they began to 
recruit their exhauſted Spirits with a freſh 
Glaſs, and I muſt, needs own, I could have wiſh- 
ed to have been a Meſs-mate with them, for I 
was thirſty and hungry. They repeated N 
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ſport three or four times; and the Squire ha- 
ving ſatisfied his Appetite, gave his Doxy 
a green Purſe, in which were five Guineas 
and ſaid, if ſhe would meet him in a Field 
which he appointed, or ſend any thither, he 
would furniſh them with a good Dinner, She 
promiſed to follow his Directions; then ta- 
king him about the Neck, and kiſſing him 
heartily ſwore, that ſhe believed he was the 
clevereſt Woman's Man in the Country. I 
know not how it happened, but miſtaking 
their Way, they ſtumbled over me, at which 

I ſcreamed out; it was a Queſtion which of us 
was moſt ſurpriſed. ,The Squire laid hold on me, 
and demanded who I was? I anſwered, that I 
had loſt my R.oad, and running away from the 
hard Uſage of a Step-mother, I had put into 
the Barn to reſt me, and would willirgly do 
any thing to get an honeſt Livelihood. The 
Squire, whether out of Compaſſion to my un- 
happy Circumſtances,or to bribe me to Secrecy, 
being apprehenſive perhaps, that I might diſ- 
cover what they had been doing, gave me five 
Shillings, and the Woman brought me ſome 
Bread and the Leg of a Fowl, which I eat 
with a very good Appetite, and ſhe afterwards 
gave me a Glaſs Wine, and bade me lye down 


and ſleep. oe, 


The Noiſe which I made when they tumbled 
over me, alarmed the whole Gang, who com- 
ing to enquire what was the Matter, the little 
Gypſy informed them of what had happened. 
They now began to conſult who ſhould go, and 
two others plant in convenient Places, to 
give warning if they perceived any Danger, 
or ſaw any Perſon whom they might have 


Cauſe to ſuſpect. But though it is good to be 
- | | e cautious, 
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_ cautious, yet there was no eccaſion for being 
circumſpect in this Caſe; the Squire waited 
for them, and delivering to the firſt of them a 
ſmall Veſſel of ſtrong Beer, a Gallon of Bran- 
dy, and double the Qantity Wine, he ordered 
that one ſhould be ſent to the Sign of the Ship 
in an adjacent Village, and demand in his Name 
the Sir-loin of Beef, which he had ordered to 
be dreſſed; telling them, that he would meet 
them in the Barn preciſely at four o'Clock. 


They found every thing according as he had 
directed, which they brought with them; and 
_ awaking me, invited me to partake of their 
Repaſt. To this I readily conſented, and at 
their Sollicitations, and upon promiſe of uſing 
me well, I agreed to increaſe the number of 
their Society. They wiſhed f had been a Girl; 
for then, they told me, I might ſoon make my 
Fortune; I gueſſed their Meaning: but would 
not let them know that I ſeemed to underſtand 
what they meant, When we had eat and drank 
plentifully, they all lay down, except the 
Scouts which at ſuch times are planted in pro- 
per Places to give an Alarm, when any Body 
draws near, in order to prevent a Surprize. 
For my part, I had fo many different Thoughts 
crouding upon one another, that, having ſlept 
well before, I could not compoſe myſelf, and 
while I was ruminating on my Folly in not go- 


| ing to my Uncle, in came the Squire and his 


Doxy, and lay down at the End of the Barn. 
The ſmall Noife the Straw made diſcovered 
what- Game they were playing, and to encou- 
rage the Sport, the whole Gang in a Chorus 
_ Ehaunted. the following Song. : 


1 


1 


* | 1 (100 
1. 
| A Married Man's a flere: 

y- Fares to dig his own Grave 
To pleaſe and keep Peace with bis Wife, . 
il But how happy is be, - 
. Who can boaſt be ts free, | 
Not chain d to an Oar Her bis was 


2, 


I He can rove and can range, 
He can ſhift and can change, 
Turn ſometimes to This, Then to That; 
But what Pleaſure fo rare, 
Can with that Man's compare 
| as a Frome 3 ds what 3 Is what ? > 


. 3. | 
When enclosd in her Arms 
He is rifling her Charms, 


Endeavꝰ ring new Foys to diſcover, 
Still bis Fancy to raiſe 


She frisks, ſhe beaves, ſhe plays, 
Sighs, gs and balf way meets ber Lover. 


4. 


With wanton Care ſſes, 
And amorons Kiſſes, 
She hugs the dear Touth in her Arms ; 
She does twirl and does twine 


Like the Toy and Vine, 
16 be melts and — faint with ber Charms. 


The 


) 


The Squire finiſhed his Sport juſt as they had 
concluded their Song, with which he was ſo 
well ſatisfied, that he promiſed to give them 
one of the fatteſt Bucks in his Park, and a 
Barrel of his beſt Beer; and before he returned 
home, ordered, that we ſhould not depart till 
he came again. 1 | > 
I muſt own that we fared very well during 
his Abſence, for we were ſupplied with all 
manner of Neceſlaries by his Directions; but 
{111 I had a Dread upon my Sparits, left I ſhould 
_ / be diſcovered. I therefore took an Opportunity | 
of declaring to one of the Company, that I 
was a Female; and deſired I might be diveſted 
of my Boy's Apparel, and cloathed in a Habit 
ſuitable to my Sex. She was much ſurprized 
at the Relation, and being confirmed in the 
Truth of what I had ſaid, I was preſently | 
equipped with ſuch Neceſlaries as could be pro- 
vided at that Time. 7 2 


I muſt obſerve, that to ebery Gang of regular 
Gypſies there . a Pa ricio, that is, one to 
whom all the reſt Abmit hemlelves and who - 
is their Judge and Ruler, as will appear by the 
following Oath, which I was obliged to take, 
and is adminiſtered to every one, when initiated 
into any Gang. 2 | 


T — do ſolemnly proteſ and ſwear, that 
Twill at all times ſhew my Re ſpect and Duty to the 
Patricio, his Laws and Orders I will obey, the 
Company's Secrets I will keep, and to the uttermoſt 
ef my Power will preſerve and maintain ſuch other 

| Laws and Orders as ſhall be mage and adjudged 
convenient. Ei 


$ 
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Every regular Gang, as I ſaid before, has a 
Patricio; I mention the word regular, to diſ- 
tinguiih the Superior Gypſies from a Parced of 
Pretenders who ſtroll the Country, ſtealing 
Linnen from the' Hedges, and robbing Hen- 
rooſts; which mean ſpirited Actions the Supe- 
rior Gang abominate; for there is as much dif- 
ference between them as there is between a 
Kept-Miſtreſs and a common Bunter. However, 
1 muſt acknowledge, that the beſt and moſt 
creditable Gang amongft them think it not a 
Diſgrace to ſpeak with a Purſe of Money, to kill 
' a Lamb, a Sheep, or an Ewe, for the Service 
of the Society, or even to purloin a few young 
Chickens or Ducklings for Variety ; but they 
never ſtoop fo low as to pick a Handkerchief 


out of a Man's Pocket. 
Two Days being elapſed, and the Squire not 
coming in that Time, the Patricio reſolved to 
ſend à Letter to him, and therefore ordered 
Mopſy to Set herſelfready to carry it, and ano- 
ther Perſon to attend her; and in the mean 
time he wrote as foloww os. 


i 
Wortby Sir, Pf 

4 H E Promiſe of a Man of Honour 

I.. ought to be kept as inviolable as his 


Oath; T cannot charge you with the Breach 
* of either, but the Seaſon requiring that 1 
© ſhould not waſte any more time in Idleneſt, 
© I beg the favour of your Company, that I may 
* return Thanks to you for your Civilities, and 
* have Leave to depart. I take this Occaſion 
f to ſend to you by your Favourite Mopſy, 

oY TOR ek * whole 


EM 
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" whoſe Company I perſuade myſelf will be 
acceptable to you, and I remain, Worthy 
- Sir | 
f Tour moſt humble Servant, 


PAT 


In leſs than an Hour Mop/y was dreſſed, and- 
her Face, which had been as brown as a Walnut 
ſhel], was now changed into beautiful red and 
white, which was her natural Complexion. 
To the Squire's ſhe went, and a Servant with 
her: but when he read the Letter he was very 
much ſnrprized, and told Mopſy he was unac- 
quainted with the Perſon who ſent it, and did 
not underſtand the Meaning of. the Contents. 
She quickly explained the Meaning to him, 
when ſhe made him ſenſible that ſhe was the 
Nymph, whom he had ſported with in the Barn. 
He took her in his Arms, and almoſt ſmothered 
her with Kiſſes, and he gave Order to the Butler, 
and the other Servants, to entertain the Perſon 
that came with Mopſy, and not ſuffer him to 
want for any Thing; then taking his Doxy 
by the Hand, he ſhewed her his Houſe, and - 
leading her at laſt into a Room richly furniſh- 
ed, they fate down on the Bed; and when he 
had viewed her a little time, they, undreſled, 
lay down together, and revelled in each others 
Arms near two Hours. They had ſcarce dreſſed 
_ themſelves when the Bell rung to prepare the 
Servants to carry up Dinner; ſhe fed heartily 


upon the Dainties, and he feaſted himſelf with 


her Eyes. In ſhort, after Dinner, they went 


and ſacrificed again to Cupid, and having made 
her a Preſent of fifty Guineas, ſhe returned 
to the Patricio, and delivered the Money into 
the publick Stock; and the Perſon who at- 
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tended her made his Offering likewiſe, which 
was two ſilver Spoons and a ſmall Ladle. The 
next Morning the Squire came to them, and 
made them a Preſent of a Punch-bowl, and told 
the Patricio, that if he would ſend to his Houſe, 
a Buck would be delivered to their Uſe. They 
all retired out of the Barn except myſelf, who 
lay perdue in the Straw, diverting myſelf with 
my favourite Eraſmus, while the Squire and 
Momſy entertained themſelves with . what was 
more agreeable to their Inclinations. At his 
Departure he made her a preſent of a Gold 
Watch, and laid her under an Obligation to 
write to him if ſhe proved with Child, promi- 
fing to take as much Care of her as if ſhe had 
been his own Wife. . 


We decamped from hence the next Morning, 
and croſſed the Country, which pleaſed me ex- 
ceedingly, for I then thought that I ſhould not 
he diſcovered, and indeed I muſt own that the 
Patricio took great Care of me, he ſeemed to 
doat on me when he perceived that I underſtood 
2 little Latin, and being a good Scholar, ſpared 
no pains to improve me therein. I ſoon learned 
their Cant, and during three Years continu- 
ance among them, I acquired the Gift of a 
Woman; inſomuch that no Man could ſuſpect 
that I had ever wore Breeches, 


The grand Feaſt of the Gypfjes (which is 
kept once a Year in London) drawing near, we 
ſet forwards for the Place; and, as we were then 
in Eſſex, we travelled to Ipſwich, and embark- 
ing on board a Hoy, landed at Wapping. Here 
we tarried three or four Days, when our Patricio 
coming one Evening to us, ſaid, that we muſt 
prepare to go to the other end of the Tony, 
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for every thing was prepared for their Feaft, 
As! 1008 reliſhed t Proceedings, ſo I de- 
termined to ſlip from them and meeting witk 
a fair Opportunity, I ſlip'd from them, and 
took a Lodging in St. Giles's, pretending I came 


to Town to ſeek for a Service. 


My Landlady went with me to buy me a 
' ſecond-hand Suit of Cloths, which I got for a 
ſmall matter in. exchange for what 1 had on: 
but, being a Stranger, and not having any Ac- 
quaintance, I knew not what Method to take 
to get into Service, or whom I could apply to 
to give me a Character. My Money being 
ſpent, and having run in Debt with my Land- 
lady, ſhe threaten'd to throw me into a Goal if 1 
did not pay her; I laid this more to Heart than 
any thing I had ever done; and finding that ſhe 
had arreſted ſeveral young Creatures, I could 
not expect any Mercy at her Hands, and ſaw 
no other proſpect of preſerving my Liberty 
than by ſacrificing my Virtue ; nay, I was not 
fure that by ſuch an Action I ſhould obtain as 
much Money as would pay her. However, 1 
reſolved to make a Tryal; and having dreffed 
myſelf clean, my Landlady told me, that if I 
did not not bring home ſome Money that Night, 


the would ſend me to the Marſhalſea the next 
Morning. . 3 

I went out with Fear and Trembling, and 
walking up the Pall. Mall about Nine a Clock, a 
Gentleman, whom I afterwards found was cal- 
led Lord H-7--y, asked me to drink a Bottle of 
Wine with him. I bluſhed, and he perceiving 
it, took me by the Hand and lead me to a Ta- 
vern, where we were conducted into a Room 
with a Bed in it. When we had drank 2 Glaſs 


of 


„ 
of Wine his Lordſhip began to be very ſweet 
upon me, and from one Familiarity proceeded 
to another, while I trembled, and at laſt fainted. 
'This put him into ſome ſurprize, and when I 


recovered, he asked me if I would eat any 


thing? I made no direct Anſwer, but thanked 
him, and ſaid I had taſted nothing all Day but 
the Glaſs of Wine which he ſaw me drink. 
He then ordered a Diſh of Veal-Cutlets to be 
got ready; and began again to put his Hands 
up my Petticoats; at which I ſighed, and at laſt 


burſt into Tears. He asking the reaſon of that 


unaccountable Paſſion, I told him, that he had 
done more than any Man ever did to me; that 
I was a Maiden, who had run away from my 
Friends; and that the greateſt Neceſſity imagi- 
nable had obliged me to conſent though unwil- 
lingly, to bear him Company. Well, ſaid he, 
if I find what you fay to be true, upon my 
Honour, I will make a handſome Proviſion for 


Jou. | = 
Supper being laid on the Table; my Lord 


 help.d me to the niceſt Cutlets in the Diſh ; but, 


though I was hungry, yet I had little Inclina- 
tion to eat, dreading the Scene that would en- 
fue. About ten O'Clock we were left to our 
ſelves, and my Lord laying me upon the Bed, 

made me a Woman that Night; and whatever 
Pleafure I have taken in the Game ſince, I was 


far from having any Satisfaction at that time. 
His Lordſhip's Appetite being cloy'd, he or- 


dered a Coach to be got ready: but how much 

was J mortiſied, when, expect ing he would have 
made me a Preſent, he gave Directions to his 
Footman to conduct me fafe Home! As ] had 


Parted with my Virginity, I thought might 0 | 


do any thing afterwards ; I therefore in ä 
ns | | What 
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what TI had too much Reaſon to dread, and in- 
treated him to give me ſome Money, but he 
anſwered, I ſhould hear from him in the Mor- 
ning, I could not refrain from Tears, but they 
availed. me nothing; whereupon I went into 
the Coach, which carry'd me home, My Land- 
lady ask'd me if I had brought her any Money? 
I told her I had not, but that ſhe would be 
paid in the Morning; for I have hired myſelf 
to a good Placc. Have you ſo, ſays ſhe, why 
then I will ſend you in the Morning to ano- 
ther Place, where you ſhall. remain till I am 
paid. „ 


I went to Bed with a heavy Heart, but 


could not ſleep; and about Nine o'Clock in 


the Morning two luſty ill-look'd Fellows came 
into my Chamber, and told me they had a 
_ Writ againſt me, and arreſted me at the Suit 
of my Landlady; I muſt therefore riſe, and 
if I could not give Bail, they muſt carry me 
to Priſon. I was ſo dumb founded, that I 
thought I ſhould never recover my Speech 


but, hearing a Coach ſtop at the Door, I was 


ſoon inform'd, to my great Joy and Satifac- 
tion, that a Gentleman wanted to ſpeak with 
me. He was brought into my Chamber, and 
ſeeing the Bailiffs there, ask'd what was their 


7 


| 


Buſineſs? They anſwer'd I was their Priſoner, 


whom they had arreſted at the Suit of the 


Woman of the Houſe, She was call'd up, and 
being told that I was a Servant to my Lord 
H—7—, and that he was ſent to bring me 


to his Houſe, the Bailiffs look'd like two 


Sheep-ſtealers, ask'd Pardon, and were going 


to withdraw; when the Gentleman, who was 


my Lord's Steward, bid them ſtay, and make 
tle Landlady pay them their Fees. He then 


de- 


1 
- demarded to know how much her Debt amount- 
ed to? She anſwered to Five Pounds and up- 
wards, which I contradicted; and the Particulars 
being required, ſhe was glad to accept two Gui- 
neas, which the Scoundrel Bailiffs acknowledged 
was more than ſhe could recover in Law. My 
Heart was now pretty light, and going with my 
Lord's Steward, he left me at his Waſher-wo- 
man's till he could provide a Lodging for me, My 
Lord came there privately, and we dined toge- 
ther, and now I was not ſo coy as I had been 
the Night before; and what I granted him was 
-with ſome ſort of Reſervedneſs. 


Here I continued *till I had Cloaths and other 
Neceſſaries provided for me, and then removed 
to a handſome Lodging, for which I paid a Gui- 
nea a Week, and was allowed a Maid and Man- 


ty, o I had alſo a ſufficient Portion of Wit and 


good Senſe, which rendered me ſtill more en- 
dearing to his Lordſhip, who was proud of the 
Conqueſt he had made; I kept my ſelf entirely 
to him, and in the Space of ſix Months made 
him a Preſent of a Son, on whom he ſettled a 
conſiderable Fortune: He had one Fault, for 
which I ſometimes took the Liberty to reprove 
him, which was this; he frequently brought 
Gentlemen and Perſons of Quality to dine Vith 
him, who I {aid might one Day or other prove 
to be his Rivals, and perhaps ſupplant him; but 
he would ſay ſmiling, he had ſuch an Opinion 
of my Honour, that he was not in the leaſt un- 
_ eaſy as to that Point; and that it gave him abun- 
dance of Satisfaction to hear them ſo laviſh in 
their Commendat ions of me, though they did 
not prize me half ſo much as I merited. Each 
of them kept a Miſtreſs, and a Propoſal bo 
made 
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made one Day, that we ſhould all dine together 
at the Mulbery-Garden, We met according to A p- 
pointment, and had a very handſome an ſump- 
tuous Entertainment, but there were only two 
of my Sex that I cared to converſe with, the o- 
thers being as vulgar in their Converſation as 
they were aukard in their rich Apparel; and 1 


was ſo malicious as to make them the Subject of * 


my Ridicule, which nettled them to the laſt” 
| D egree, e | I | 


When we were preparing to return home, I 
invited my two Favourites to dine with me, 
and they entertained me with an hiſtorical Ace- 
count of their Lives, part of which was very 
diverting. They proved to be two Siſters, the 
elder had been married to a rich old Citizen, and 
the other was her Companion; each had her Ad- 
mirer, who were two Gentlemen between whom 
there was an intimate Friendſhip; and the 
Siſters reſolved to dire& themſelves, by making 
one of them do Penance before he had commit- 

ted the Sin, which they put in Practice after 
this Manner. The Gentlemen being invited to 
Supper, it was agreed, that the Married Sifter 
and her Gallant ſhould he together that Night, 
provided that his Friend would ſupply her Place. 
He ſtarted at the Propoſal, but was at laſt 
prevailed upon to aſſent. At Bed-time they 
equipped him up with a Suit of Head Cloaths 
and a Smock, and laid him in her Room, where 
he had not been long, before the Maid came in, 
and pretending to undreſs her Maſter, who in 
reality was no other than the Maiden Siſter, 
| ſhe pull'd off her Shoes and Stockings, and when 
he was in Bed, took away the Candle. The 
Gentleman was in a Heap of Troubles, and 
wiſh'd himſelf an hundred Miles off; but he _ 


\ | 


his Friend and the other Siſter, they ra 
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was ready to faint away, when, towards the 
Break of Day, he perceiv'd one Arm laid a crofs 
him, and one Leg over his. He was very reſtleſs, 
and not without Reaſon; and thus he continued 
till Eight o'Clock in the Morning, when the 
Maid coming in, drew open the Curtains, upon 
which he jump'd out of Bed; but, being met by 
Tied him 
very ſmartly, and asked him if he was not 
aſhamed to ſuffer a young Gentlewoman to lie 
by him all Night, and not ſalute her? Upon 


this he returned to Bed, and they left them to- 


gether to their mutual Enjoyments till Break- 
faſt was ready: He refuſed to riſe, ſwearing he 
would not quit his Bed-fellow for all the Break- 
faſts in the World; however, they had ſome 
Chocolate brought to them, and then they lay 
down to finiſh. the Work they had begun. 


She related this Adventure with ſo good a 


Grace, that it raiſed a Ferment in my Blood; 
and had my Lord been preſent, I verily believe 


I ſhould have deſired they would excuſe for 
withdrawing for a Quarter of an Hour, till the 
Impetuoſity of my Spirits had abated. I asked 


if either of them ever had an Affair with Colo- 


nel Don Franciſco? the other anſwered, that 
having heard much Talk of him, ſhe reſolved 
to try what, Mettle he was made of; and, as a 


_Tmall Matter would prompt him to the Sport, 


ſhe went one Morning to his Houſe, and telling 
him I had a Meſlage to deliver to him, he led 


me up Stairs, and I had a Lie as pat at my 


Tongue's End, as if the Devil ſtood to dictate 
to me. He ſaid, he did not know the Lady 
of whom I ſpoke, but however, he would meet 


her at the Place appointed, and be punctual to 


the Hour, and at the ſame time deſired I would 
: accept 


_ A af, 
accept a Favour from him; he then took me in 
his Arms, flung me on his Bed, and did as much 
as he was able to perform, but o'my Soul, the 
Mountain brought forth nothing but a Mouſe. 
I can aver, he boaſts more than he can do; and 
the World wrongs him very much in ſaying he 
is a good Workman for the Women: I know not 
what he has been formerly, but I can aſſure you, 
that he is fitter for an Hoſpital than the Wars 
of Venus, for he may be juſt y numbered among 
the Invalids; yet I believe, the Spirit is ſtill 
willing. But though I was balked of my Ex- 
pectation in one Point, I reſolved I would gra- 
tifie it in the other, and relating to an Acquain- 
tance the Trap I had laid for the Colonel, every 
thing was prepared for his Reception: In the 
Evening he came to her Houſe, and was admit- 
ted but as ſoon as he began to be rude with her; 
ſhe rung a Bell, and the Servants coming up 


Stairs were ordered to kick the ſaucy Fellow ” 


out of Doors, Who had offered to violate her 
Chaſtity: He drew his Sword, and one of them 
happening to know him, armed himſelf with a 
Cudgel, the weight of which the Colonel felt, 
and was glad to truſt to his Heels to ſave his 
„„ 8 


Wee ſpent the Evening in merry Tales, and 
agreed to go the next Day to Vaux-Hall, and di- 
vert/ourſelyes with the Humours of the Spring- 

arden, When we had taken half a Dozen Turns 
there, we call'd for a Room, and bid them bring 
us the Beſt of what they had in the Houſe; and 
as we came to the Stair-foot, we met two Gen- 
tlemen, who deſired we would accept of their 
Company, but we gave them a poſitive Denial. 
As we were Recreating ourſelves, one of them 
knock'd at the Door; and one of the Gentlewomen, 
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asking who was there? he anſwered, one Stone: 


Get you gone ſaid ſhe, for you are of the Raſ- 
cally Kind. Soon after the other came, and the 
like Queſtion being put to him, he ſaid here is 
Alcock. Why truly, I reply'd, you are the pro- 
pereſt Perſon for a Woman; and we will admit 
you upon Promiſe, that no other Perſon enters 
with you. This being agreed, I opened the 
Door, but we firſt put on our Vizors, nor would 
we ſuffer him to ſee one of our Faces, during 
the Time that he continued with us; as often 
as we drank we ſlipp'd aſide to prevent a Diſ- 
covery; and at laſt were prevailed on to admit 
Mr. Stone, whom we bantered very heartily. 
I have heard, {aid he, of Madam Cynthia behind 
a Cloud, but now I ſee three. Truly Mr. Ridgil, 
ſaid I, you are very much miſtaken; for though 
you perceive three Clouds, as you call them, yet 
I aſſure you there is not one Cynthia under them, 
For we ſhine not with borrow'd Light, but with 
our own Luſtre; and if you ſaw us without 
this Obſcurity, you would ſay, that you beheld 
the three Graces: If it be ſo, ſaid he, let me 
behold Charity, which I ſuppoſe is your Pro- 
vince. To which I replyed, you are a Stranger 
to her, nor can every Mortal Eye bear the Sight. 
Then looking him ftedfaſtly in the Face, I per- 
ceived he anſwered the Deſcription of a Gentle- 
man, whom I had heard was upon the Point of 
marrying him. Doctor, ſaid I, what would 
Miſtreſs .. .. fay, if ſhe catch'd you in our 
Company; would ſhe not be apt to be Jealous ? 
Truly, ſaid one of my Companions, I pity the 
young Lady; forif ſhe marries him, Iam perſwa- 
ded the will keep Lent moſt part of the 
Year, or be obliged to her Neighbours to ſup- 
ply her Neceſſities; J hope Mr. Alcock will not 
tutter his Friend's Wife to ſtarve, O nary: 
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ſaid her Siſter, I am afraid he cannot relieye 
the Lady for I imagine he has one at home; 
who can diſpenſe with all he has. Thus we 
chatted away the Time till the Evening, and 
laying Mr. Stone and Mr, Alcock (for this was 
their true Names) under an Obligation, not to 
follow, or cauſe us to be dog'd, we diſcharg'd 
the Reckoning, which the Gentlemen would 
willingly have paid, and then walked towards 
the Water-ſide. „ 


By the Way we met with a Velch Parſon, 
who invited us to a Bottle of Wine; to which 
we conſented, and ſtepp'd in to Marble-Hall, I 
reſolved he ſhould pay for our Company, and 
withdrawing privately, ordered a Couple of 
Fowls to be roaſted. In' the mean time, Mr. 
Morgan ap Griffith told us he acted quite re- 
verſe to the Ant, which lays up in the Summer 
as much as will maintain her in the Winter; 
for he liv'd frugally in the Winter, that he 
might ſpend his Money liberally in the Sum- 
mer, and that he came once a Year to London, 
for no other End or Purpoſe, than ad purgandos 
renes, Which he ſaid was very conducive to a 
Man's Health, I ſmiled, and one of the Gentle- 
women deſiring him to explain his Meaning, 
he promiſed to comply with her Requeſt before 
we parted. When Supper was brought in the 

Parſon began to ſtare, and fumble in his Poc- 
kets, I promiſed, ſaid he, to give you a Bottle 
of Wine; but who muſt pay for the Fowls ? 
Doctor, ſaid I, do not make your ſelf uneaſy, 
Care ſhall be taken for that, and the Reckoning 
diſcharg'd, I'll warrant you. He was content 
with this Declaration, and eat as heartily as if 
he had faſted two Days; but! reſolved he ou 
pay for the Roaſt. When the Cloth was remo- 
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ved I calld for a Flask of Burgundy ; and when 
we had drank three or four Glaſſes, ſeeing one 
of the Maids go by, beckoned to her, filled her 
a Bumper, and whiſpering ſhe conducted me 
out, and the other two followed. The Parſon 
1magined we had withdrawn for the ſame Rea- 
fon that Women often go out of a Room; but 
as we did not return ſo ſoon as he expected, he 
called the Drawer, and asked what was become 
of us? he anſwered, that we had juſt taken 
Boat for London. 1 will bring them back again, 
ſaid he: ſo you may, if you pleaſe, reply'd the 
other; but you ſhall pay the Reckoning firſt. 
But, Sir, one of the Ladies ordered me to give 
you this Note. wo | 


Dou ſay, Sir, ad purgandos renes 
Ton came; I fear the greateſt Pain is 
How you the Keck'ning will diſcharge, 
Which I muſt own is pretty large. 
Ton took us for three errant Whores, 
Who this way take to quit your Scores. 


A Pox take them all, I ſay. Why honeſt 
Fellow, I am pawn'd, and have not Money 
enough to pay the Reckoning; I know no 
other way than this, I will leave my Gown 
with you, and you muſt lend me a great Coat 
or a Cloak, and come with me to my Lodging, 
and then you ſhall have what is due to you. I 
will ſend a Water-man with you, Sir, replied 
the Drawer, and you may PAY the Money to 
him; but this is our Harveſt, and I cannot loſe 
Time. Accordingly he ſtripp'd off his Cano- 
nical Robe, and put on a Horſe-man's Coat, and 
being guarded by a Watermao, paid the Money 
to him, and had his Gown delivered the next 


Morning, * | | 
+ | | At 
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At Night my Lord came to ſup with me; 


whom [I diverted with recounting to him our 


Day's Adventures. But, tell me, ſaid he, how 
long you have been a Siſter of Parnaſſus? Truly, 
my Lord ſaid I, F have no Pretenſions that way; 
what I wrote was a ſudden Flight, and I aſſure 
you, I am not skill'd in Poetry, though I have 
read ſome, and take delight in it. But I find 
you have a Genius that way, and I deſire you 
will indulge it. My Lord, ſaid. I, it is dange- 
rous to climb that Rock; and they who arrive 
at the Summit wiſh they had never attempted 
it: Homer ſtarv'd, Butler dy'd for want of Bread, 
Dryden was a Beggar, and poor Otway periſh'd 
in a Jail. 'Tisa beggarly Profeſſion that Poverty 
attends; and *tis ſaid, that the Muſes have 
ſcarce a Ragg to cover their Nakedneſs. We 
live in an ungrateful Age, where no Encou- 
ragement is given to Learning. Men of Merit 
are not rewarded, becauſe it is a Thing out of 
Faſhion; and if this be the Cauſe, what can 
a Woman expect to get? If I had twenty Sons; 
I would not permit one of them to be bred a 
Schollar, as the Times are now, except he 
could be put Apprentice to a Biſhop, and be 
made one himſelf when his Indentures ſhould 
be delivered up; I therefore beg this Argument 


may be dropp'd at preſent. 


I had lived with my Lord three Years, and 
had two Boys and a lovely Girl by him; when, 
reading a News-paper, which I ordered to be 
brought to me every Day, I caſt my Eye upon 
an Advertiſement, purpoſing, that If Mary 
Winſtanly were alive, ſhe might hear of ſome- 
thing to her Advantage by applying herſelf 
to. .. School-maſter at.. . in Norfolk; 
Being unwilling to let any Time ſlip away that 

S may 
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may tend to my Emolument, I wrote a Letter 
to my old Maſter, and he anfwered by the next 
Poſt, deſiring that I would come to him; for 
he had good News to impart to me. I commu- 
nicated this to my Lord, who wi h ſome Reluc- 
tance conſented to let me gointo the Country: but : 
made me promiſe toreturn in leſs than a Month, 

IT was war. received by my School-maſter, who 
at firſt could ſcarce be perſwaded that I was the 
ſame Perſon; but I ſoon convinced him that I 
was not an Impoſtor. He then told me that my 
Uncle was dead, and had left me a thouſand 
Pounds, deſigning to have made me his ſole Heir, 
if I had followed his Directions; and as he was 
one of the Executors, he was ready to pay me 
the Money whenever I would go with him to 
Lynn.. He then asked me what Courſe of Life. 
I had ſteer'd, and how I lived? The Devil, who 
is always ready to help his Votaries at a dead 
Lift, put it into my Head to ſay that I hat 
bound my ſelf Apprentice in London, where I 
learned Clear-Starching, and Plain-Work, and 
had got a School of my own. He was very glad 
to hear that I had undertaken any thing to get 
an honeſt Livelyhood, and that I had kept m 
{elf chaſte in ſuch a Sink of Sodom and Gomorrab; 
and adviſed me to continue in the Country, and 
he would provide a Husband for me, much a- 
bout my own Age, and whoſe Fortune ſhould 
be equal with mine. I ſoon perceived that his De- 
ſign was to have me for his Son- in- law therefore, 
to avoid all future Diſcourſe concerning that 
Subject, I thank'd him for his Advice and Care, 
hoping he would excuſe me if I did not em- 
brace either, reſolving to return to Londor, and 
ſettle there, and never to enter into the married 
State; for I valued my Liberty as the greateſt 


Bleſſing this fide of the Grave: ſo I would not 
| ſacra- 
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| facrifice it to the uncertain Humours and pre- 
carious Temper of any Man living, even 
though he would jointure me in a Thouſand 


Pounds a Year, 


Having received my Legacy in Bank-Notes, 

I put them up in my Trunk, which. ſent by 
the Waggon, and acquainted my Lord H 
by a Letter that I ſhould be in London on ſuch 
a Day; accordingly, I ſet forward for my Jour- 
ney, in Company with a Txrkey-Merchant, two 
young Ladies, and an old Gentlewoman, who 
 ſtop'd the Coach almoſt every Hour for a certain 
Reaſon. The Merchant . entertained us with 
ſeveral pleaſant Tales, which made the Time 
leſs irkſome to us; but on a ſudden an unſavory 
blaſt of Wind made ſuch an Eruption, loud 
enough to have been heard a quarter of a Mile, 
if the Rumbling of the Coach had not preven- 
ted it. He immediately took his oppoſite Fel- 
low- Traveller by the Hand, and \ 1illing ſaid, 
come Madam, do not bluſh for the Matter, it is 
what cannot be helped; Nature will have her 
Courſe, and Wind (when pent up) will find a 
Vent. Lord! ſays the Lady, I aſſure you, Sir. 
Here ſhe was interrupted by the old Woman 
who mumbled out, Bleſs us! how loud it thun- 
ders! we could not refrain from laughing; and 
as ſoon as the Fit was over, the Merchant faid, 
Ay. Mother, it was a very loud Clap, and very 
near us; for, methinks, I ſmell the Sulphur. 
Why truly, ſb do I, ſhe replied, and I think it 
is very ſtrong, This rais'd a ſecond Pit of 
Laughter, when the Gentleman faid, Hark 
you, Mother, does your kitchen Chimney often 
roar at that Rate? it is a ſure Token of its-be- 
ing foul. To ſpeak my Mind freely, I was a- 
fraid it would have 2 the Seat, I muſt m_ \ 
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dam, I know not what you may t 
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fare intreat you to give us Warning when the 
next Clap is coming, that we may prepare our- 
ſelves to avoid the Miſchief which might other- 
wiſe enſue. Why, Sir, quoth ſhe, do you ima- 
gine that I ſuffered a Fart to eſcpe from me? 
if I had — Nay, nay, Mother, anſwered the 
Merchant, let us not have any if s, I hope you 
have more Grace than to deny it. To this ſhe 
anſwer'd, I tell you plainly you are an unman- 
nerly Fellow. She then ordered the Coachman 
to ſtop; who knowing what ſhe meant, took 
her in his Arms, and placed her on her Feet, 
ſhe then laid hold on a ſmall Chamber. pot that 
was behind her, and hobbled towards the Ditch» 
ſide. We all gueſſed what ſhe intended to do, 
and the Gentleman who could not forbear ſmi- 
ling, deſigning that it ſhould not be ſaid he 


watch'd the old Woman's Water, took his Oppoſite. 


by the Hand a ſecond time, laying, Well Ma- 
hink; but in 


my Opinion, you are very much obliged to me, 


for placing the Slip you made to the old Gentle- 
woman's Account. To this ſhe anſwered, I will 
not argue the Point for ſeveral Reaſons ; but do 
declare that I am innocent of what you lay to 
my Charge; and we all affirmed that we were 


not guilty. Why, then Ladies, ſaid he, the old 


Gentlewoman or I muſt have done it, and I can 
anſwer for her Innocence in the Matter. In 
ſhort, it was a Slip unawares, and as it was not 
a deſigned Thing, I hope you will excuſe it. 


When we came to our Inn at Night, we found 
there two French Men and their Wives, who 
were as penurious as Miſers; they refuſed to ac- 
company us at Supper, becauſe they could fill 
their Bellies at a cheaper Rate; and I reſolved 

to play them a Trick for being ſo nigarly, Thad | 
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had pitc'd upon a Room in which were three 
Beds, and they being gone to take their Repoſe, 
as ſoon as I thought they were aſleep, I went 
- privately into their Chamber, and taking their 
Cloaths, laid them in each others Place. When 
the Monſſeurs had ſmoaked their Pipes, they 
went up Stairs together; and having reſted ' 
themſelves, each of them went into the Bed 
where they ſaw their Wives Gowns and Petti- 
coats. Whether they euckolded one another, 
I cannot affirm z but when they awaked in the 
Morning, there was ſuch Curſing and Swearing, | 
that it alarmed the whole Houſe. The Women 
were confounded with Shame, the Men looked 
like Aſſes, and would certainly have play'd at 
Logger-Heads, had they not been prevented. 
They could not keep their own Counſel, and 
the People crowding to ſee the French Monſters, 
as they called them, the poor Refugees were 
obliged to ſneak out of Town, having ordered 
the Oſtler to bring their Horſes to them. 


The Merchant attack'd one very briskly up- 
on the Subject of Love; and though he had a 
very diſagreeable Face, yet he was Maſter of 
ſo much good Senſe, that I ſhould certainly 
have crack'd a Commandment with him, if I 
could have put the Thoughts of my Lord out 
of my Head. Far I know not by what Infatu- 
ation Women are led; but they certainly love 
the Man who detfauches them, and doat on the 
Cauſe of their Ruin. Thus it fared with me, 
whoſe Paſſion for the Perſon that had violated 
my Chaſtity was too ſtrong to yield to any other. 
When we came to our Inn he urged the Matter 
ſo cloſe, that at laſt I promiſed to ſteal from 
my own Bed and come to his; but did not de- 
ſign to perform my Promiſe ; however, he yy 
* "Dat 7 | i trani- 
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tranſported with the Thoughts of enjoying (as 
he called me) the beautifulleſt Bedfellow in the 


World: But I told him plainly, that I was not a 


Virgin; and therefore, he might be baulked in 


not finding a Maidenhead, as he expected. He 


Jook'd a little blank upon this Declaration; 


however, he turned it off very handſomely, and 
ſaid, that he neither coveted or deſired any ſuch 
Thing; for it was a Drudgery only fit for a 


Porter, and he would at any time chuſe a Wo- 


man, who underſtood the Art, ſooner than one 
who muſt be inſtruſted how to behave herſelf 
in a Love Encounter, I had obſerved, that a 
Gentleman was pretty familiar with one of the 
Maids, and I believed it would be no difficult 
Matter to prevail with her to ſupply my Place ; 
I took her aſide, and having engaged her to Se- 
crecy, I laid the Caſe open before her, and put- 
ting a Guinea into her Hand, ſhe conſented to 
what I deſired, A little before Bed-time, my 
Turkey Merchant watching an Opportuni:y, = 
e 


a Diamond Ring on my Finger, and reque 


that I would wear it for his Sake, and not for- 
get that it was the Emblem of ſomething elſe 
that was to follow that Night. The next Day 
the Maid-Servant gave me an Account of every 
Thing that had paſsd, how often he had em- 
brac'd her, ard calPd her dear Angel, and ſwore 
that as he had taken Poſſeſſion, he would never 
ſurrender it; but would provide a handſome 
Lodging for her when he came to London, and 


maintain her like a Dutcheſs. 


The next Day I ſeem'd very cloudy, nor 
could he for his Life extort a Smile from me: 
He ſeem'd very much ſurpriz'd at my Behavi- 
our, and when we baited at Noon, while Din- 


ner was getting ready, he asked me "or 
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had done to occaſion ſuch a ſudden Alteration? ' 
I anſwered, with a frowning Countenance, that 
Men were as falſe as the Devil, and believed 
him to be the falfeſt of his Sex: I ſpeak not at 
random, ſaid I for I have the greateſt Reaſon 
for what I ſay. Did you not force me to pro- 
miſe that I would leave my own Bed and come 
to yours? and yet you were ſo ſharp-ſet, For- 
ſooth, as to take another to your Arms; for 
when I came, I found you faſt aſleep with 
your Hands about a Woman's Neck, whom, 
] diſcover'd afterwards to he one of the Servants 
of the Inn. Nay, to confirm what I ſay, you 
promiſed to place her in handſome Lodgings, 
and maintain her. He was Dumbfounded at this, 
but recovering his Speech, ſaid, that he verily 
believed he had enjoy'd me; but could not de- 
viſe how ſhe came to his Bed, except it was by 
a Miſtake; but, as I was the Perſon to whom 
he deſign'd the Promiſe, he would punQually 
perform 1t; and hoped I would make him haps 
py that Night. I replied, that I did not care to 
accept the Leavings of another Perſon, nor did 
I think it ſafe to venture ſo ſoon, not knowing 
but thatthe Wench might have given him ſome- 
thing toremember her, which would oblige him 
to apply to a Surgeon, I then offered to return 
the Ring, which I was afraid he would have ta- 
ken; but he refuſed it: and, as a further Token 
of his Sincerity and Affection, he gave me a 
Purſe in which were twenty Guineas, and a 
Bank-note for fifty more. | 


During the reſt of that Day's Journey I 
ſeem'd a little pleaſant ; but at Night he preſs'd 
hard to be admitted to my Bed. I gave him a 
poſitive denyal, urging the ſame Reaſon that I 
mentioned before; but told him; 1 — 


glad to ſee him at my Lodgings, and told him 
where he might find me. When we came to 
Stratford, I perceiv'd one of Lord H- x - y's 
Servants and a Coach and Six, with which my 
Lord came to meet me, I cautioned my Mer- 
_ chant to be very circumſpect, when he came to 
ſee me; and alighting from the Stage-Coach, my 
Lord receiv'd me in his Arms, and when we 
had refreſhed our ſelves, we came to London. 


My Lord ſtay'd with me that Night, and was 
more amorous than he had been at any time be- 
fore. He asked me what Succeſs I had met with 
in the Country? I told him that I had received 
five hundred Pounds: I am glad to hear it, ſaid 
he, and if you will take and Houſe a furniſh it, 
1 will add five Hundred more to it. I told him 

I would do any thing that he would have me; 
and thereupon he gave me a Note for the Mo- 
ney, which I receiv'd the next Day. I took a 
mall, but handſome 'Houſe, and ordered it to 
be -furniſhed with all the Expedition imagina- 
ble; and was ſoon viſitted by my Merchant, who 
ave me a Ticket, and deſired me to meet him 
at the Maſquerade in the Hay- Market, and that 
we might know each other, we agreed upon what 
Habits we ſhould wear. 3 
Having diſcovered where he lived, and that 
he had a Wife, I reſolved to jilt him, and that 
ſhe ſhould enjoy what was juſtly her own; ac- 
cordingly, I went the next Afternoon to pay her 
a Viſit, and told her how I had been ſollicited 
by her Husband ; but deſired ſhe would ſupply 
my Place. She thank'd me very kindly, and 
coming to my Lodgings in the Evening, I dreſs d 
her in a Nun's Habit, and gave her a Deſcrip- 
tion how ſhe ſhould know her Husband. 0 | 
4 | fol- 
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followed my Directions; he preſently addreſs'd 
himſelf to her, and taking her by the Hand, led 
her to a Chair, and ordering the Fellows to fol- 
low him, he went into another, and ftopp'd at 
a Houſe in St, Fames's-Street ; they were imme- 
diately conducted up Stairs to a Room with a 
Red in it, and a Bottle of Wine was plac'd on 
the Table, Here they continued above an Hour, 
and then paying a Guinea, which is the uſual . 
Price for ſuch an Affair, he returned to the Maſ- 
querade alone, and deſired her to follow him. 
She came directly to me, and changing her Ap- 
pare], took her Leave, and went home; but [ 
put on the Nun's Habit, and went in her Place, 
TI ſoon ſingled my Merchant out, and rallied - 
him very ſmartly, for making me tarry fo long 
before he would ſpeak to me. He was amazed 
at this, and ſaid, that ſurely I could not forget 
what had paſs'd between us when we went to- 
gether; I anſwered, that I did not underſtand 
what he drove at, and fince he had diſapbinted 
me a ſecond time, I could not put him to 4 
third Tryal. He ſwore it was true, I proteſted 
it was falſe; for I had not ſtir'd out of the 
Houſe from the Moment I came into it ; then 
turning from him on a ſudden, I went away. 
and left him to get out of his Labyrinth of 
Thought as well as he could. | 


As ſoon as my Houſe was furniſhed, I took 
. Poſſeſſion of itz and my Lord brought ſeveral 
Gentlemen to ſee me, for whom | prepared a 
ſumptuous Entertainment: After Dinner I pla- 
ced before them a Bowl of Punch, each drank 
my Health, and left a Piect of Gold in the 
Glafs, by which Means I was obliged to pledge 
2 IO _—_ every 
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every one of them, and my Lord made me a 
Preſent of twenty Guineas to buy a Monteith, 
which I applicd to that Uſe the next Day. In a 
Week's time Iinvited the two Gentlewomen with 
whom I had been at Marble-Hall, and then we 
laid a Plot how to trepan the young Spark, who 
kept one of them, into the Marriage-nooſe. 
She pretended to be very ſick, kept her Bed, 
and I provided a truſty Friend to perſonate a 
Doctor. The Gentleman was very ſenſibly af. 
flicted when he ſaw the Condition his Miſtreſs 
was in; but was overwhelmed with Grief 
when the Sham- Doctor told him that her Caſe 
was deſperate, and he queſtioned whether ſhe 
could live till Morning. He declared that 
there was but one Method to ſave her Life, nor 
-would be poſitive whether that would have the 
defired Effect, though it might have anſwered 
the End had it been followed ſooner. The 
Gentleman was impatient to know what it was, 
and he told him that a Man ought to go to Bed 
to her, and take her in his Arms, and by com- 
municating a genial Heat, might enliven thoſe 
Parts which were almoſt dead for want of 
- Warmth. He was glad to hear that the Task 
was ſo caſy, and ordering every Body to depart 
the Room, he undreſt himſelf, at which, in a 
counterfeit Tone, as if ſhe was ready to depart 
this World, ſhe told him, that ſhe had commited 
Folly too often, that ſhe had repented, and 
would not commit the like again, and be hur- 
ried to her Grave with an Addition of Sin. 
That ihe had but one Favour to requeſt of him, 
and if he had any real Love and Affection for 
her, he would grant it, which could be no De- 
triment to him, ſince ſhe could not live three 
| i Hours. 
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Hours. He promiſed to grant it, whatever it 
ſhould be; and thereupon ſhe deſired him to 
marry her immediately, that ſhe might dye 


with a clear Conſcience. He pauſed a while ' 


upon it; but believing ſhe would quickly be 
dead, he conſented. A Parſon was brought from 
the Rules of the Fleet, who foined their Hands 


together; and the Ceremony being over, he 
went into Bed, and from that very Hour ſhe 


began to recover, to the unſpeakable Grief of 
her Husband, who repented it too late. 


It is obſervable that every Thing under the 


Sun, when arrived to its full Height, begins to 


decline; and fo it . fared with my Lord, whoſe 


Viſits were not ſo frequent as uſual, I could not 
imagine what was theCauſe of his Unkindneſs, 


and aking him the Reaſon when he came next 


time to me, he fairly declared that 1 muſt not 
expect any Favours from him for the future, 
I burft into Tears, and he told me plainly he 
was upon the Point of being married to a 


| youn rich Lady, 'and therefore he muſt bid 


me adieu for ever; then kiſſing me in a very 


cold Manner, he gave me a Note for one 


Hundred Guineas, and took his Leave. Sure ne- 


ver was poor Woman in ſuch a Pack of Trou- 


. bles, I loved him to Diſtraction, and now giv- 
ing place to Revenge, I determined to break off 


the Match, let the Conſequence be what it 
would. I ſoon diſcovered the Lady whom he 
deſigned to be his Bride, and I waited upon her 


in the Morning, hoping ſhe'd receive the Viſit 


of aStranger, who had ſomething of great Impor- 


tance to communicate to her. She deſired me 


to relate to her what I had to ſay, and then, I 


EY pro- 
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Proceeded thus, Madam, I underſtand that you 
are to be married to my Lord H ..r. . y but 
give me Leave to aſſure you, that he is already 
engag'd to me, and with a Heart truly penitent 
for my Errors, he ſeduced my Innocence, robb'd 
me of my Virginity, and I have had three 

Children by him, who are now at Richmond, at 
the Houſe of.. . . I am heartily glad that you 
have revealed this Secret to me, I promiſe to 
conceal it, and will do you all the Jaltc that 
lies in my Power; and do proteſt that I never 
will m him. She went privately to Rich- 
mond, an as ſoon as ſhe caſt her Eyes on the 
_ Childreng&lhe was convinced that my Lord was 
the Father , for they had all his Features. The 
Match was quickly broke off, and to the great 
Mortification of his Lordſhip, ſhe would not 
pive him any other Reaſon for it, than that he 
had three Children; and ſhe could not bear the 
Thoughts of having any Part of her Fortune 
ſet aſide for the Maintainance of his Baſtards. 
My Lord offered to give her entire Satisfaction 
as to that Point, but it Tignified nothing; for 
ſhe told him, that if he ſpared her Fortune, yet 
he muſt impair his own, and fo the Children 
that ſhould be born in Wedlock would be Suf- 
ferers. By this Method I ſucceeded according to 
my Deſire in one thing; but all the Art and 

Stratagems I deviſed, could not reclaim my 


— 


Lover . 


I began to conſider that my Money would 
ſoon be ſpent, except I turned my ſelf to Has | 
way or other, to get a Livelihood, and as! 

encfeaſed in Years, ſo I advanced in Wicked- 
neſs. My Reſolution was to draw in my 453 
. | 1 Chant, 
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chant, whom I had not ſeen for ſome time, and 
whom I believod would be 75 to engroſs me 


to himſelf; I placed my ſelf in his way as he 
was going to the Exchange, and I could ſee an 
inexpreſſible Joy in his Countenance as ſoon as 
he beheld me. He ſaid, he had enquired for me 
at my Lodgings; but that the Gentleman could 
not nor would. not inform him what was be- 
come of me: but, ſince Fortune had been ſo 


kind to bleſs him with this unexpected Oppor- 


tunity, he begg'd I would dine with him at a 
Tavern. I told him in a few Words, that I 
did not think it was convenient; but ſaid if he 
would favour me with his Company that Even- 
ing at Supper I would entertain him in the 
belt Manner I was capable. He joy fully ac- 
cepteèd the Invitation, and came punctual to 


the Hour appointed. At Night our Diſcourſe 


run upon Love, and having obtained my Con- 
| ſent to be his Bedfellow that Night, he almoſt 
' - ſmothered me with Kiſſes; and I verily thought 


that he would have enjoyed me before I could 
pull off my Cloaths. When I went to Bed, ge 


Yrought the Candle to look at me, ſaying, that 
he would not be diſappointed in his Miſtreſs a 


third Time; and putting it out came into Bed, 


where we fevelled till nine O Clock the next 
Morning, I thought that no Man could have 
exceede Lg wy in a Love. affair, and in- 
deed how could I thi 


not tryed any other Perſon? But I ſoon found 
that Quality and Ability did not always center 
in the ſame Man; for my Merchant was more 
vigorous, and play'd his Part much better; in- 
ſomuch that 1 was quite fatigued with the Sport. 
In the Morning we drank Chocolate, and he 
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ink otherwiſe, when I had 
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promiſed to dine with me at three o'Clock. He 
ſent me a Hamper of Wine, and the beſt Pro- 
viſion that the Seaſon of the Year afforded, and 

Money could purchaſe, Every thing was ready 
at the Hour, and when the Table was removed 
he propoſed to allow me two hundred Pounds a 
Year, if I would be conſtant to him, and al- 
ways advance a Quarter's Subſiſtence. I was not 
ſuch a Fool as to refuſe ſo fair an Offer; he 
then paid me fifty Guineas, and going to my 
Bed-chamber took Poſſeſſion of the bargained 
Premiſſes. | 


I continued this Courſe of Life for the Space 
of two Years, when he meeting with many 
Loſſes, told me, that he was no longer in a 
Condition to maintain me; for a Commiſſion 
of Bankruptcy would be taken out againſt him 
next Day; but he would not leave me in a 
forlorn Condition, but give me a Part of what 
he had left: He then pull'd out a Purſe, and 
made me a Preſent of one hundred Guineas. I 

muſt confeſs that his Generoſity moved me 
much, and I was once inclined to offer him 
my whole Fortune to redeem his Credit, and 
fave his Reputation; but when I conſidered 
that I might thereby involve my ſelf into ex- 
tream Poverty, I check'd the growing Thought, 
and ſmothered it in the Embryo. 


I was now adrift a ſecond time, and conclu- 
died to ſell a Glaſs. of Wine, and a Bowl of 
Punch; I put this in practice, and I ſoon be- 
came as noted as any Woman within the Bills 
of Mortality, One Day a ratling half-pa 

Officer came to my Houſe, and call'd for a Flack 
| 8 8 
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of Champaigne, and deſired my Company; 
when we had drank the Liquor, (for which he 
paid very generouſly,) he gave me a Guinea, 
and deſired he might have as much as I could 
afford him for that Money: I gueſs'd his Mean- 
ing, then taking him about the Neck, gave him 
half a dozen Kiſſes, while he in the mean time 
put his Hand under my Cloaths unawares much 

higher than I deſigned he ſhould ever have 
done. My Countenance diſplayed the Paſſion 
I was in, and I went out of the Room in a Fu- 
ry; but when I had compoſed my ſelf; I went - 
to other Company. I was not there long be- 
fore my Maid call'd me out, and told me that 


the Captain deſired to ſpeak with me; I went 


to him, and when he deſired the Favour he had 
| purchaſed, I told him plainly that he had more 
than I could afford for the Money, and I had 
nothing more to ſay to him. He ſtormed, ſwore, 
and curſed like a Dragoon; and threatnened me 
in ſuch a Manner, that I was adviſed to ſwear 
the Peace againſt him; which proved the falſeſt 
Step that I had taken hitherto: and he in re- 
turn obtained a Warrant againſt me for keep- 
ing a diſorderly Houſe. About ten o'Clock the 
_ Conſtable apprehended me; and, finding he was 
reſolved to carry me to the Round-Houſe, I 
ſent for a Neighbour who was a Widow, and 
ſold a Cup of good Beer, and entruſted her with 
my Plate; and ſhe plac'd a Kinſman of her own 
in my Houſe, to ſee that nothing ſhould be 
embezled. LEES c . - 


The next Morning I was carried before a Ma- 
giſtrate, who refuſing to accept Bail, commit- 
ted me to Jothil Bridewell, and ordered me to 
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be kept to hard Labour, till diſcharg'd by due 
courſe of Law. As ſoon as I had entered the 
Gate, there was ſuch ſhouting, that the like 
had not been heard in the Jail; I deſired to 
ſpeak with the Keeper, and calling for a Bottle 

of Wine, I went with him into a private 
Room aud gave him five Guineas to uſe me 
civily. The old Magiſtrate came the next Day, 
and then the Keeper was oblig'd to gut me to 
beat Hemp, which I did in the floweit and moſt 
careleſs Manner; and when I caſt my Eyes on 
* Worſhip's Cox- comb, I ſung the following 
ong. oy © regs 5 


I. 


Pu take his Worſhip that ſent ne, 
Jo breathe the ſweet Air of this Place; 
He thought to Mill Doll would prevent ne 
From uſing the Means to increaſe. | 


2. 


Tn Politicks he is a Noodle, 
In Fuſtice and Law a meer Aſs; 


His Wife calls bim fumbling old Doodle, 
Then he for a Doodle muſt paſs, 


3. 


I find it is nothing but Folly  _—- 
To murmur, lament, or repine; 
Twill bamth all Melancholly, 
Come fill me a Bumper of Wine. 
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The old. Magiſtrate telling that he wanted 
to examine me about an Affair of Conſequence, - 
ordered me to be brought before him; when we 
were privately together, he told me that he 
had a great Value and Reſpect for me, and up- 
on that Account choſe rather to ſend me hi- 
ther, than to*bind me over to the enſuing Seſ- 
ſions; for, if he had done ſo, I ſhould have 
been ruined for ever. I began to conſider that 

there was ſome Reaſon in what he had ſpoke, - 
and thanked him for his Care of me, hoping 
it would lie in my Power one Day or another 
to make a Retaliation for his Kindneſs. Ay, 
ou little Rogue, {aid he, you have it in your 
Power to do. that whenever you pleaſe, and 
Faith, I will buſs you. He was as good as 
his Word, and his Mouth watered to be at 
me; he than drank to me, and upon Pro- 
miſe of meeting him at the — Tavern 
by Covent-Garden, he gave the Keeper a Diſ- 
N and a Guinea to me to pay my Coach- 
ha LE Et. en 


I ordered the Coachman to drive to my 
Houſe, where J found all Things anſwer my 
Deſire: My Plate was delivered to me, and 
Warth ins the Man whom I had left as a 
Vatch, I took a Chair, and went to the Ta- 
vern, where the ſuperannuated Son of Exe wait- 
ed for me. He was overjoy'd when he faw.me, - 
and was for boarding me immediately; but 1 
told him I was not to be purchaſed at ſo eaſy a 
Rate. He than pulled out half a Guinea, and 
offered it to me, I ſaid, he could not expect any. 
thing to be well performed that was done by 
1 Halves, 
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Halves. Then taking a Guinea, he ſighed and 
ſaid, Well, *tis a dear Bargain, but you muſt 
make me amends another time. He then began 
to attack the Cittadel, but faiPd in the Attempt; 


whereupon he was obliged to retreat; in the 


Space of a quarter of an Hour he renew'd the 
Attack, but with as little Succeſs as before, 
and though I uſed all the Art of a Knowing- 
Woman, yet my Labour was loſt; for when 
Loves vital Oil is gone, what can revive the 
Flame? When we had drank two or three 
Bumpers, he came on again, that J verily be- 
lieved he would have ſtormed the Fort, but a- 
las! though the Spirit was willing, yet I found 
he was a mere Invalid; I therefore laid hold on 
this Opportunity of exclaiming againſt him for 
kindling in me a Deſire, which he was incapa- 
ble of quenching; and pretending to be enrag'd 
at the Diſappointment, T went away in a ſeem- 
ing Paiſion, leaving him to make the moſt of 
a bad Market. £ 1 


When I came home I found my Houſe filled 

with Company, every one congratulating me 
upon my ſafe Return, and curſing the Magiſ- 
trate who had committed me. I was ſuddenly 
called to ſpeak with a Lady in a Chair which 


was in the Entry; I went to her, and quickly 


diſcovered her to be the Dutcheſs of - | 
© who asked if ſhe could ſpeak with me in pri- 
vate? I anſwered, Madam, if you -pleaſe, I 
will wait upon you to my Bed-chamber, where 
you may be as private as you pleaſe. We went 
thither, and when ſhe locked the Door, ſhe 
ſaid ſhe muſt enjoyn me to Secrecy, and not 
to diſcover her to any Body. Madam, ſaid J, 
n a : it 
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it is not rly Buſineſs to reveal, but rather to 
conceal whatever I am entruſted with; and it 
is impoſſible for me to diſcover you, whoſe 
Name and Perſon 1 do not know. Her Grace, 
who was a true Daughter to the old Serpent, was 
glad to hear this, and told me ſhe.ſhould have 
Occaſion once or twice in a Week to meet a 
Friend at my Houſe, and that ſhe would allow 
me a Guinea every time ſhe made uſe of my 
Chamber. To this I anſiyered, that any part 
of my. Houſe ſhould be at her Service, She then 
went away, having firſt given me a Signal, 
whereby I ſhould know her Gallant. 


The next Day about three a-Clock a young 
handſome Spark came to me; and finding by 
his Diſcourſe that he was ſent by her Grace, I 
uſhered him into my Bed-chamber, and brought 
him a Flask of Burgundy. We had ſcarce drank 
two Glaſſes when the Dutcheſs came, I con- 
ducted her up Stairs, and then in good Man- 


ners withdrew. They ſtay'd about an Hour, 


and then giving him five Guineas, and two to 
me, ſhe went away. They met conſtantly at 


my Houſe every Monday and Thurſday for ſome 


time, but the young Citizen telling her Grace 
that ſhe might pull off her Mask, fr he knew 
who ſhe was, enraged her to ſuch a Degree, 
that ſhe told him ſolemnly he. ſhould never 
have any Favour from her for the future; 
however, ſhe would not part with him in an 
unhandſome manner, and then giving him ten 
Guineas, ſhe deſired him to leave her. He o- 
bey'd her Commands, but did not go out of the 
Houſe; ſnhe ſent for me, and requeſted if I 
could ſee the JO that I would 
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talk to him, and find out whether he Aut her 
or not, and ſne would call upon me in a Day or 
two. She was hardly got into her Chair, when 


the Spark deſired to drink a Glaſs with me; he 


then related all that had paſſed between them, 
and how ſhe had picked him up in St. Fames's- 


| Park; but, continued he, I have play'd 1 


wrong Card, for being deſirous to ſee the Face 
the Lady, whom I had ſo often embraced, I 
told him that ſhe needed not conceal herſelf 
any longer, for I knew very well who ſhe was, 


Thus by my 1mpertinent Curioſity I have for- 


feited her Favour, and loſt a generous Miſtreſs. 
Truly, Sir, ſaid J, you took a very imprudent 


Step; and as you have loſt a kind Benefactreſs, 


ſo by your means I am deprived of a good Cuſ- 
tomer. For my part, I know not who ſhe is, 
nor was 1t my Buſineſs to ask Queſtions, but I. 
judged ſhe had been a Merchant's Wife of the 
City, who had placed her Affections on you. 
To this he anſwered, ſhe may be ſuch an one for 
ought I know, but I, never ſaw her Face, nor 


do I know her Name, or the Place of her A- 
bode. This I believed would be acceptable 


News to her Grace, from whom I received a 
Letter the next Morning, telling me that ſhe 
would be with me the Day following, and gave 
me Directions what I ſhould N for her 

Dinner, When ſhe came, I related what had 


paſſed between the young Gentleman and my 


ſelf, which pleaſed her extreamly, but after 


that Day I never had the Honour of a Viſit 


from her. 


| In the Evening a N eighbour came to deſire 
my Ailliftance in furthering a Match between 
him and the Widow with whom I had entruſted 
Fo oo 1 Of 
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my Plate, and promiſing to give me ten Gui- 
neasAfF I could perſuade her to have him, I un- 
dertook to do what lay in my Power. Having 
given mean Account what Steps he had taken 
to gain her ' Conſent, and that ſhe: had at laſt 
given him a Denial,” I ſent for her, 'defiring her 
Company to Dinner. We were in private to- 
gether, and thanking. her for the Care-ſhe had 
taken of my Plate during my Abſence, I toid 
her that one good Turn required another, and 
therefore I thought my ſelf obliged to warn her 
of a Thing which ſne might have cauſe to repent 
of too late. I way vety ſenſible that the more 
we are forbidden, or enjoyn'd not to do any 
thing, it ſerves only as a Whetſtone to our In- 
clination, which it prompts to accompliſh it; 
and therefore to ee this Affair, and to ſuc- 
ceed therein, I thought the only way would be 
to ſeem averſe to it, and ſhew ſome reafon why : 
ſhe ſhould not accept the Man for a Husband. 
Neighbour, faid I, if T am rightly informed, I 
hear that you intend to marry ſuch an One; 
take care what you do, for he is more like a 
Horſe in ſome Parts than a Man, ſo liberal has 
Nature been to him, and I greatly fear he 
would quickly be the Death of any Woman, 
with whom he ſhould converſe for any time. 
As to that Matter, ſaid ſhe, I aſſure you, Ma- 
dam, it gives me no Uueaſineſs, nor ſhould I 
be afraid of any thing he could do to me; it is 
true that he has courted me, and I had ſome 
Thoughts of taking him for my Husband, but 
when I enquired into his Circumſtances, I found 
he was but low in the World: . though to give 
him his due, he 1s a Pains-taking Man, and I 
believe would make a good Husband. Burt, 
good Madam, tell me is he ſuch a _ 15 
. | EE: 


o 


- 0462), 3 
the World repreſents him to be? To tell you 
the Truth, ſaid I, all I can ſay to that partie u- 
lar is what 1 overheard in Company | tother 
Day ; when ſome Gentlemen were boaſting 
their Abilities, he happened to be mentioned, 
and a Wager was offered to be laid that he ex- 
ceeded every one of them by four Inches. Bleſs 


me, ſaid ſhe, four Inches! that is monſtrous 
indeed. Here ſhe pauſed, and I found that ſhe 


began to nibble at the Bait, and believed ſhe 
would ſwallow it at laſt. Truly ſaid I, it is 
monftrous if it be true, and I only tell you. 
what I have heard. She thanked me kindly for 
my Intelligence, and hoping I would excuſe 
her, ſince her Buſineſs required her Attendance 
at home, ſhe returned thither. The Fellow 
came the next Day to know his Fate, I told 


him that I believed it would do, and adviſed 


him to bear up briskly to her; he did ſo, and 


within the Space of a Fortnight they were mar- 


ried, and had their Wedding-Dinner and Wine 
from my Houſe. In four or five Days he came 
and asked for a Bill, which ſhe paid one, and 
asking her how ſhe liked her monſtrous Hus- 


band, and wondering that ſhe was not afraid to 


venture under him, ſhe ſighed and ſaid, I aſſure 

ou, Madam, the World has believed him; he 
is fo far from being a Monſter, that he is rather 
a meer Boy, for I declare to you (bending 
her little Finger) it is no more than this 
with him already. I ſeemed to be ſurpriſed, 
pitied her Condition, and ſaid, I would never 
give Credit to Fame again: ſhe ſaid that ſhe 
wiſhed ſhe never had; but ſhe had found her 
Error, and muſt remain a Sufferer. "Fg 
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Having ſome ſhort Time before this, had the 
Misfortune to contract the Foul Diſtemper, 
and through Inadvertency let it run too far; 
ſhe applied herſelf to ſome of thoſe Quacks 
about Town, who (as they commonly do) made 
bad, worſe. She was reduced to ſuch a Condi- 
tion, that nothing would do her any Good, ex- 
cept a Salivation; upon which, ſhe was by 
Advice removed to the Lock, where ſhe lay for 
a conſiderable Time, ſtill varying, ſometimes 
better, ſometimes worſe, till at laſt the Di- 
ſtemper got ſuch a Head, that the Doctor who 
attended finding all Attempts to relieve her in 
Vain, agreed to deſire all the Doctors to meet 
in Conſultation, which accordingly they did, 
and while they were*diſputing in their am- 
biguous Terms, abòut Things not at all mate- 
rial, the poor unhappy Creature dyed. 


She was no ſooner dead, than the good old 
Mother of a Bawd having Notice of it, ſent a 
Coffin to fetch the Body, which accordingly 
was brought to her Houle in Letner's Lane, 


where all her Sifters after bemoatying over the 


Body in doleful Guiſe, fat down. an the Coffin; 
and got merrily drunk in Gin. Thus ſhe lay 
in State for two Days, and all the whole Poſſe 

being invited to the Burial, Mr. Spintext and 
his Man were ſent for, and likewiſe a petty _ 
Undertaker; Old Mother provided Wine 
which having gone pretty often about, Mr. 
Parſon beginning to be a little elivated, muſt 
needs be medling with one of the Ladies, who 
(while he was in the midſt of his Amorous 
Play) pick'd his Pocket of his Watch, and the 
Fee he was paid for his Office that Night, nor 
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were the others idle; for at the ſame time, Mr. 


the Earth, they very orderly returned again, 
ſome to make merry, others to their Nightly 
Vocation. B er 


